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This activity is used as an introduction to writing a research based paper. There are two
different prompts that can be utilized for the student’s topic.
Start this activity by having students choose one option of the following prompts:

Prompt One: Position Statements
Student’s read through the statements and decide which one they feel describes them the best.
•

“It is important to conserve the diversity of life for medical and economic reasons.
Plants and animals could provide us with additional foods, medicines, and other
products that will save lives and benefit society.”

•

“It is important to protect the diversity of life because biodiversity helps maintain
important ecological processes such as oxygen production, pollination, and flood
control that, in turn, help support all life on Earth.”

•

“Our lives would not be as rich if we lost species such as bears, beetles, hawks, frogs,
lizards, and tigers, and the habitats where they live. The rich diversity of life also allows
for important recreational activities such as hiking, fishing, camping, and birding.”

•

“It is important to protect the diversity of life because no generation has the right to
destroy the environment and resources on which future generations depend. It is our
responsibility to take care of the diversity of life.”

•

“It is important to protect the diversity of life because biodiversity provides inspiration
and provokes curiosity and imagination. Art, music, and poetry are often inspired by
the diversity of life. And many of our technological advances, such as flight, have been
inspired by examples of nature.”

•

“It is important to conserve the diversity of life because all species have a right to exist.”

Prompt Two: Conservation Issues
The prompt can be chosen by the student or given at random by the teacher. The topic could
be broad or more specific by indicating a particular area (island, continent, habitat, etc) or
specific animal species.
•

Introduced species

•

Invasive species

•

Poaching

•

Over hunting/collecting

•

Habitat loss (fragmentation, logging, farming...)

•

Students will begin researching articles and books that they can use to support their
research paper. Focus on where and how to put citations in papers and the importance of a
works cited page at the end of the paper.
•

Where it is found geographically

•

Habitat type (forest, tundra, desert...)

•

What does it eat?

•

What are its adaptations (runs fast, camouflage, poisonous...)

•

Any other interesting information that they find while researching.

•

This writing assignment can also be used as a way to introduce
students to native animals or animals found in a particular habitat.

